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Genealogical Research  

  
 How To Guide 

 
 

------------------------------------------------ 

A note on the use of How to Guides: 
The help guides included in this toolkit are introductions to the 
one approach towards undertaking research within online 
criminal archives, the British Newspaper Archive, Find my Past, 
and Ancestry. The guides are in no way comprehensive of all 
approaches taken to research within these databases and are 
intended as a guide towards getting started.  
This How to Guide will need the user to have a personal live 
subscription to the Find My Past; this is not provided by the 
Broken Futures team. 
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Step 1: Select the individual you would like to research from 
the Crime and Punishment Archives or Generic Newspaper 
Research.  Open up the Onenote file for the individual, for 
an example, this How to Guide will utilise Oscar Wilde.  
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Step 2: Open Find My Past and log in your personal subscription 
credentials.  

https://www.findmypast.co.uk/ 
 

 

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
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Step 5: Hit advanced search 
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Step 6: Find MY Past has specific filters that, when applied, will show 

results from different categories. It’s best to start with a blanket search 

and work backwards to fill in the gaps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 7: Using the information collected from either/or the crime 
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and punishment archives, or the generic research within the 
newspaper archives, let’s fill out the search box: 

 

 
 
Step 8: Hit View! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 9: The following returns loaded for our above search… 
many different types of records are located from our general 
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search as you can see from the list titled, ‘Record Set’. The top 
find refers to a census for Oscar Wilde, whereas the bottom 
finds are references to his crime and punishment records. Work 
through each record set.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 10: Let’s look at the census first… make sure to make use of the 
helpful functions and features of Find My Past for viewing records! 
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Step 11: Let’s check the transcription of the file:  
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Step 12: Now that we’ve read the transcription, record this return in the 
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Microsoft Onenote file for the individual, including the URL of the Find 
My Past page:  

 
 
Step 13: For each record return, complete the same steps  as above 
until you have collated the available records for the individual to build 
up a broader picture of their life and it’s events.  
 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

End of Help Guide 
 


